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obliged to subscribe to them, that on these points there may be as near an approach to unanimity as possible, but they are not like the three creeds introduced into our service, nor are they imposed upon the laity. Parties who should attempt to base a system of education, or any other system of doctrine, only on the Thirty-nine Articles, would have no right to represent themselves as embracing the whole tenets of the Church of England. For our whole doctrine the appeal must be made to the Creeds, to the whole of our Book of Common Prayer, and to the Canons. The Thirty-nine Articles are chiefly pointed against the principal errors and corruptions of the Church of Rome, and the heresies and extravagances of certain Anabaptists and other Protestant heretics, at the time of the Reformation.
ARTICLES LAMBETH. It appears that towards the close of Queen Elizabeth's reign, the errors of Calvinism had spread among the Clergy of the Church of England. These errors were oppose^ by some of the most learned Divines of Cambridge. But the opponents of Calvinism were denounced as persons addicted to Popery; and the Heads of Houses ventured to censure one divine because he denied some points of Calvinistic Doctrine, and spoke disrespectfully of Calvin, Peter Martyr, and others. Archbishop Whitgift and some other Bishops were inclined to take part with the Heads of Houses at Cambridge, and, adhering to the popular side, to condemn the orthodox Divines. In these days the Archbishops and Bishops would have been contented to deliver charges in their different dioceses condemnatory of those who held what would now be called the orthodox view. But they had not discovered as yet this method by which to assume the authority of a synod. They rather met together at Lambeth Palace, and there Archbishop Whit-gift, Dr. Vaughan, Elect of Bangor, Dr. Fletcher,, Elect of London, Dr. Trindell, Dean of Ely, and the Calvinistic Divines from Cambridge, digested under nine heads what are called the Lambeth Articles. These Prelates of course acted without authority, for they were not assembled in a synod. A Synod is an assembly of Bishops and Presbyters duly convened. In this instance there was no convention. The meeting was a mere pri-